* 
* 
a. % 
D— 
© 7 
W 40 
- 
- - 
— «+ 
m 8 
. — 
" * * 
: 
- 
* 4 4 * 
* 
* 
- 
= 
* 
* 
* V 
- 
UE dl 6 
. 
* 
* 
s 1 
* 
0 * 5 
4 9 
* 
, = 
* £ 
1 
* 10 
. * 9 x 
A * 1 
| f 7 O 
* 
4 - 
* - 
* — 2 
- £ n 
. : wo 0 
- s 
* . 
£ 
*. 
* 


% 
” - 
* 
— * 4 A 
* . 5 N 4 
E. . 8 — * B. * 3 
'* i * r * 5 
* I a 12 2 — 
* — — — 3 o 4 & 
= " ©, * . a - * 7 
go * o * © * = Tm 
71 „ o 


1 1 
— 
* 4 12 , 4 "4 
= ” — — 4 MG . 
f 1 2 5 — o = ” $4 75 1 „* 2 
* * . — 1 
" * . +1 © N a . T 
. . . +4 4 x” R FP. at. 4 85-4 *® +» i 3 e FX 
be . | e < 2% +. 4 tet > +4 ary x5) 
- 8 . 
* $ h 2 £46 8 ST? „ - C — 9 Ly "4 2 * *. 3g, 4 „ * 1 *, a 
: * % - 1 1 * \ 5 — 4 , * 2 FR. r . 420 » * K. — 
. ? - a - 45 3 : +,” 8, „ ,4 21S * 
N * + , 1 . s 
g : — 8 — 4 aac 
i e nn 
N 75 " _ * 
” : - 
— ñ—U—B— — wo—=— — 


THE 


0 „ 
TuSAAS KEIL NbounE 
. OF THE 


S220 UV. Ls 
| ILLUSTBDATED BY 


CONSIDERATIONS 


— 


9 * 11 
GREATNESS, DURABILITY, 
"I AND PARTICULARLY ITS | | -* 2 2 8 


= y 
4 . * +4 
* ;*=0 + % ö TI 
” OE had + 


* * D E M P Lt 1 0 * > 


_— 4 THE * 
2 


: 
+ 


ORD JESUS e 


as 


"oh 


RS. ——— 
* 2 8 y : ”? "a Is 
= 1.x CRE TT ER; : 


„ 


"1 IP 4 * * - 
* 2 2 = . "# - K 
LAX — . < "Is, 2» ® - "x _ 4 
* , = a on * 
1 ＋ 'T H E . * N 4 1 * o 
; * SY 
R E 0G R A H A M. | : 0 
5 . W. . þ 


FED — 
Miniſter of an Aſſociate Congregation at bs >. 


- Printed Anno MDCCLXX1t, [Price Three Pence.] 


- 


ten i 2004444 G on * 
BE] of the Editor, begs leave to obſerve, that this Letter, 
- which was ori 

” Whitehaven 


t nine years having been reprinted 
without his 8 3 
alterations, nor for many ſhameful miſtakes with which 
dhe Printer has fullied almoſt every page. Beſides many 
inaccuracies in ſpelling and in pointing ; the Reader is de- 
fired to correct the follo owing, which affect the ſenſe of ſe- 
veral paſſages. In the title, for greatneſs, durability, read 
5 —— duration. Page, line 6, read J. P. 10, I. - 


gn lr 
1, 1. 30, read 


19 
A Friend to the Anthor, as well as to die pious desgn 


inally addreſſed to the Author's flock in 


. ult. read 
33. — 


T the Requeſt of ſeveral good ang 
| well meaning Perſons, the following 
I valuable Tract is reprinted and ſent forth 
into the World, not with any Views to what 
may ariſe from the Publication, but to pro- 
mote the knowledge of God, and the valves | 
tion of Sinners. | wh 


6 hs TIT _ „ 
— p ͤͤů.!N! 7... ¼—R',ũ ˙ẽůu!miA UPS 
- — —— „„ — . _s 

F ˙ . x = = DD . CC ——_—_s_ 


8 


nnn 


My Dear Brethren, 


IJ is not without the moſt tender yearnings, that I ſee· 
too many made very little wiſer and no better by the 


beſt diſpenſation—the diſpenſation of the goſpel. And, 


it adds. beyond meaſure to my pain, that I ſhould, 
unavoidably, become the miniſter of condemnation 
unto any,—by being the occaſion of aggravating their 
guilt, and of making their puniſhment more tremendous 1 


F A1Nn,—oh. fain would I entertain, more agrecebl} | 
ſentiments. But the untenderneſi, —yea luſeneſs of too 
many, in their converſation ; and almoſt utter averſion, 


unto the amiable practice of piety ; a gro/s-neglef of the! 


moſt improving and delightful duties of the cloſet, 
and family; an wnaccountable tepidity and inattention, while 


profeſling to attend upon, and join in the - public.  * 
N 4 of. the Lord's "houſe.; and- a e — 
other things, —do all conſpire to force me upon the. | 


yay 1 and kindle. in me a flame f 
' © bour+in vain“,“ ; 155 1 


* 
a 


n. in, 11. 


e 


are the portents of eternal death ! Theſe, are the in- 
fallible ſymptoms of ſome mortal diſeaſe, which drags 
in ſectet triumph, the ſouls of many, unto the lake 
that burneth with fire and brintſtone. | 


OFTEN have Eſſayed to inveſtigate the myſterious 
diſtemper; and indeed after the moſt exact ſcrutiny, 
that 1 am capable of, I cannot be diverted, from the 
following concluſion ;—that it chiefly con/iAeth, in a 
mojt criminal inattention unto the ineſtimable worth of the 
ſeul; and in a ſpameful neglect of its true intereſts. | 


ſame ſubjet; „If our goſpel be hid, it is hid to 

« them that are loft; in whom the Gop of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them which be- 
lieve not.“ Aſtoniſhing faſcination !! and in very 
deed, did men believe their ſouls, to be more valuable, 
than the empty bubbles of ſenſual pleaſures ; would they 
ever be purſuaded, to ſacrifice, as they do, the one 
for the other? No! Reaſon,—feeble as ſhe js, would 
- rake. the alarm, enter her ſolemn proteftation, and 
balk the tempter of his ſucceſs. But, alas, it is: 
otherwiſe | It muſt, be true, then, that a criminal over- 
ſight of the ſoul's value, is the origin of all the ghaſtly 
ſymptoms of. eternal death, - a 


From. their bodies; and, for ever, from God! Aſk them 
what ruined them ?—W hat plunged them, into ſuch 
miſery; and ſent them, to theſe - regions of anguiſh 


and broken ſighs? We neyer once thought, we 


; 


cc . 
5 con- 


* 


2 HE Ss E, however common, however unregarded, 


Tux concluſion is ſufficiently ſupported, by the 
account which an juſpired pen has given, of the 


2 Ask the many myriads of ſouls,—now ſeparated. 


ad woe? Will not the ſcreech of ſelf-tantaliziog agony, 
and wild deſpair,—echo the anſwer, in hollow groans, . 


& had ſouls ;—ſouls, of ſuch value, till theſe flames 


(9) 


ded,” ee convinced. us! We knew not, in our merciful viſita= 
TIP ce tion the things which then belonged to our peace; an 

"IP & now ;—ah eternal now !-—Now, they are hid from our 
lake « ces It was this, that made us contemn the checks 


4 of conſcience ; burſt all the bonds of divine precepts ; 
| « and caſt the cords, —the attracting cords of gracious 
ous « znvitations, from us ! It was this that intercepted the 
Ys | © benign rays of goſpel grace, and ſtopt their paſſage, 


the c into our hearts ! It was this, that made us deride 
She « the herelds of peace, and burleſque their meſſage |— 
the « Yes! it was this, that was the mother of all theſe 
| e monſters; which at laſt, did 7 out the patience 
of Gop, and provoke him, to lock us down, in this 
the tc unviverſe of death, with the adamantine chain of 
he « irreverſible deſtiny.” 
to 5 | 
nis PERMIT me, my brethren, to expreſs my too 
w_ well grounded fears, that, as the ſame fatal ſtupefac- 
ry tion, which ruined them, hath fiezed many of you; 
e, your condemnation ſlumbereth . not. And, ſuffer me 
oY to make you an offer of my aſſiſtance; rather, —to mi- 
ie: niſter the means of that aſſiſtance, which the Holy 
Id Ghoſt can only give, whereby your ſouls may be 
d pulled as a brand, out of the Durnine; and delive= 
2 red, as 2 bird out of the ſnare of che fowler. 
7 InconsIDERATE man! may I not appeal 
to thy ſelf, concerning the worth of thy ſoul;,—thy 
4 precious ſoul,-—undervalued and fatally overlooked. 
, Say! is it not, incomparably, of greater worth; than 
N myriads of worlds! See, the compaſhonate Redeemer, 
1 him, who is very TRUTH, ſuſpending the accurate 
ballance, and taking the juſt eſtimate of the foul ! 
Hear him, with feelings, infinitely ſurpaſſing the ten- 
+ der yearnings of the moſt affectionate mother. 
q _ Proclaiming the eſtimate, with a ſolemn proteſias! -- 
4 tion ;——** What is a man profited, if be mailt 


£ gain 
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& gain the whole world and looſe his own ſoul? in 
or what ſhall a man give in l for his ſoul 1?“ 2 
How pathetic are theſe interrogations? How big with 


the ſenſe, which the compaſſionate Redeemer. has, of 


the inconceivable worth of thy ſoul! Can worlds ſe 
thrown in to the oppoſite ſcale, —once kick the beam? 21 
No ! If all the watery main was fixed, into a ſolid ve 
ſilver maſs; if all the mountains were reduced, to " 
ſolid gold; and if all ſpheres of light, that roll around ” 
thee, were converted into gems : where they all, in 5 


thy power; —all at thy diſpoſal ; —all offered for the 
redemption of thy ſoul, —once loſt ; or, even in exchange, * 
for a leſs, or ſhorter miſery: thy offer would be re- i 
jected with contempt, and ſtunning diſappointment ! | 3 
| 4 mM 
» ATTEND, while a friend expoſtulates with thee, 
about the worth of thy ſoul ; while I ſhall produce 
incanteliable vouches, that neither can the arithmeti-. 
cian's pen expreſs, nor the capacious intellects of ſe- 
raphim comprehend, the worth of that tenant of 
clay, 8 5 
* An, — need I go for. arguments? Muſt I take the. 
clew of philoſophic deductions, and hid you follow 
me, iabyrintas Of abitruſe - abſtfact reaſonings ? No, nab. 


7 
r 


enen enn 


only retire into your own . boſoms ! Uſe,—but for ; 
a few moments the power of reflection; which, you \ 
need not ſpend whole years, in laborious ſtudy to t 
acquire j which you muſt poſcis, whether yon will ” 
or not. Aſk your own ſouls, if their worth doth not | 
exceed, —tranſcendantly exceed, the treaſures of the 
earth? Is not that ſpiritual ſubſtance, the chief of the 4 
Works of God z—a ſpark of divinity ;—framed in the 1 
eg | | h image N 
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Ks 5 "OY 
image of the Diety; —and the diſtinguiſhed, 
aggrandized effect, of the Almighty's ſpiration® ? 


* I hope, it will be thought no unpardonable digreſſion, if it be ob- 
ſerved with what flriking emphaſis, thar inſpired Antiquarian, Moſes, 
expreſſeth che dignity and worth of the ſoul, Equally remote from the 
 vſual frigidity of plodding antiquaries, and the flippant diftion of the 
voinipired crata, He narrates. the hiftory of her origination, in the true 
ſublime. © And God ſaid, let vs make man in our image, after our 
4% likeneſs.” —So God created man, in his own image; in the image 
„ of God created He them. And the Lord God formed man of the 
% guft of the ground, and breathed into his noſtrils the breath of life ; 
« and man became a living foul” How grand, yet how fimple is this 
narration ? One God, in a trinity of perſons, is in cloſe council a- 


bout the creation of man. Was it about his body? No; its original 


is mean, and its organization not more curious than that of other ani- 
mals. God formed it of the duſt of the ground! The conſoh ation, 
therefore, muſt have been the more important,—the immaterial and im- 


mortal part, 


Exploded as the ever-bleſſed doctrine of the trinity is, at this day x 
I am not aſhamed to profeſs, that if there even was not another hint 
in all the facred orracles, theſe texts alone, are ſufficient to found my 
woſt firny belief of that doQrine; at leaſt, ſo far as reſpect a plurality 
of perſons, and the effential union of ell, as one God, Is not that 
myſterious union, irreſragabry eſtabliſhed by the uſe of the ſingular 
number. And is it poſſiole fo: any to ſhut his eyes againſt the plain 
revelation of a plurality of perſons, in the following words ; let Us make 
man in OUR image, and according to OUR likeneſs ? Dath God conſult 


with anzels ? Bur with wwhom took He council? Beſides, was man created, 
in the image of angels? Were angels coordinate with God, in the crea» 


tion of man? | 


But, perhaps it is ſpoke honoris grata, and more regio, Crude abſur- 
dity ! Is is any honour unto God, to reach men to believe bim to be 
what he is not z—to be more than one? Is it not matter of notoriety, 
that the uſe of we, us, bur, ours, among crowned heads, is of modern date 
and altogether unknown unte the majeſtic dition of the ſcriptures? ! 


Was the creation. of man, an act of regal authority Rather, was not 
the Sinaitic legiſſation, ſuch? And, doth God ſpeak, udod that mat 
ſolemn occafion, according to that fancied mos regivs Doth he thus uſher 
ia the decalog ze, „We are the Lord thou ſhalt have no other Gods 
before US? | & "IRY 


In one word, the olivine of the undivided en and of the perſonal | 


* Plurality, was no unknown tenet of the Old Teflament. Joſhua addreſ- 


-ſeth the two confident Iſraelites ; ** ye cannot ſerve, Jehovah z ſeei 

4 HOLY ONES, is He.” J-th xxiv. 19. And Elihu complaite 
that none faith ; “ where is God my makers? I humbly think it 
« impeſirble for any, to affign ſo much as che ſhadow of a reaſon, for that 

manner of phraſeology, if a triaity is denied. | 
70 | : ReFLECT 


T * \ "4 ki } 


(1) 

ReapeEcT upon, what the ſoul originally was; 
What, though debaſed by ſin, ſhe ſtill is; and what 
the, by the emoluments of grace, and the largeſſes of 


glory, is capable of. 


- ., CoNTEMPLATE. here ſeveral] powers. View the 
underſtanding. How ſublime a faculty is it! Nature,— 
univerſal nature ſeems only to have been created for its 
. pleaſant amuſements ] How, in an inſtant, can it graſp 
the univerſe ! though lodged in clay, and chained to 
"matter :—with what eaſe, can it ſtride the expanſe; 
meaſure the orbits, of the planets: and their reſpec- 
tive diſtances, from the mundane center! With 

what inſtantaneous ſpeed, inconceivably ſurpaſſing the 
moſt accelerated motion of the celeſtial ſpheres, doth 
it meet the Sun in the Ecliptic ; count the degrees 
of his declination ; and ſhew how far he is, from the 
extremity of his annual race! How can it with the 
utmoſt accuracy, deſcry the eee; of the Sun, and 
Moon; at the greateſt diſtance of time, fortel the 
diſmal eclipſes of theſe moſt uſeful luminaries, 
J and to the very minute of ingreſs, foreſhew the con- 
Junction of the wandring orbs ! 


OO © OE VEIL TO SES. —U—-— — — — 
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| | YeT, after all, —how N how unſatisfaQory 
are all theſe ſpeculations ; till, tracing the paths of 
the Almighty, and obſerving the fignatures of his 
immenſe power, inſearchible wiſdom, and abounded 
"munificence ;———it is ſwallowed up in Gop; and in 
the rapturous humble . adoration of his peerleſs excel- 
. Jencies ! 


Taxst ſpeculations, however ſublime ; theſe con- 
templations, however entertaining and profitable; are 
but amuſements! Doth not thy unſterſtanding write 
emptineſs u them; and pronounce them all, wn/atis- 
Factory? Doth it not reach farther * 
NAI the e % at 12 
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farther, than that amazingly bright canopy hung around 
thee, which, at beſt, is but the out-works, which en- 
compaſs the more - ſplendid city of the living GOD ? 
Yes! O yes; it is capable, by ſovereign grace, to 
penetrate into the glories, —the ever glorious myſtery 


-of redeeming love! It can trace, with unſpeakable 


pleaſure, that amiable ſubject, through all the aſtoniſn- 
ing methods, and manifold diſcoveries of it! With 
what alacrity, doth it climb the heights of revelation ; 
and with what ſurpriſing pleaſure, looking ſouthward, 
northward, weſtward, and eaſtward call all that it ſees 
its own, —God its own“ And, as if all this was not 
enough, it is capable of more! Yes, more ! It is made 
for the immediate viſion and fruition of God! 


Never, O my ſoul! never forget of what value 
thou - art, after being taught by an inſpired pen, what 
thou art capable of; and born to enjoy; “ beloved 
„it doth not yet appear, what we hall be, but we know 
« that when he ſhall appear we ſhall be like Him; for we 
« ſhall ſee Him as He is +. Methinks, I hear all ſaints, 
(wouldtoGopl could ſay, all under my charge!) joining 
with one, who well knew the (ſweets of a crown, the ho- 
nours of triumphs, and the ſtill more ſubſtantial pleaſures 
of philoſophic fcience ; —— with one who knew theſe ag 
only to deſpiſe, and contemn them, for ſomething infinitely 
more ſubſtantial.— the vifion and ſruition oſ God, —cry ing 
out with wreſtleſs ĩimportunity;“ as the hart ! panteth after 
the waterbrooks: ſo panteth my foul ! aſter thee O 
„ Goh. My ſoul thirſteth ! for God, for the living 


Ho large, how immenſe! is the Eeritage of the faint, according to 
the dravgt.t thereof, ſketched by an unetring tercil? All things are yours 3 
whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or deach, 


or things pre'ent, or things to come; all are yours; ard ye are Chiiſt's 3 


and Chriſt is God's, 1 Cor. 3. 21, 22, 23. 
ha 3 2. 
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| Gon! „ When ſhall I come! and appear! before 
Gop?”*t | | ; | 

Covs1DER the will. She ſits empreſs in the ſoul, 
Behold an elegant levee attends her; the affections, 
each, with ſurpriſing alacrity, executing the orders of 
their common miſtreſs. So abſolute is her ſway, that 
her edicts are obeyed with the moſt ready ſubmiſſion ; 
ſo ſtable her empire, that not the fierceſt invader can 
force her from her throne::—and fo tenaciouſly does 
ſhe graſp the golden ſceptre of rational and dependant 
liberty, + that the moſt potent tyrant, formidable with 
with all the apparatus of torment that created ingenuity 
can contrive, can never wreſt it from her! Nay more! 
ſo much is her being bound up in her domain, that 
they do live, and miſt die together, 


” 


Tis true, ſadly true, that her liberty is perfect 
flavery, while the ſoul is under the dominion of ſin.“ 


© * Pſalms. 42, 1, 2 | 


at Perhaps ſome may be ſurpriſed why the ſtops, in this citation, differ 
from thoſe in our Engl:h Bibles, But any perſon, acquiinted with the 
original ſtigmology, will acknowledge that this, and moſt other texts of 
the O'd Teſtament, loſe a conſiderable part of their beauty and emphaſie, 
by being ſtripped of their native accentuation. 


The reader will eafily obſerve, how, by the manner of punRuaticn I 
have uſed, the plantive ſobs, and expreflive heavings, obvious in the 
| Hebrew, are ſaiatly imitated in the tranſlation, 1 


+ 1 ſay rational and dependant Lberty, that the reader may be aware of 
the Pelagian notion of free-will, or liberty, —lately received by ſome, who 
ave no great friends to the chriſhan ſyſtem, ard the proteſlant cauſe, 
Human liberty, ſay they, is freedom of willing, or not willing ary thing, 
Incependenty, of the divine cecree, or Yivire concourſe, An abſurdity, 
sImoſt cqually ſhocking as iracſubflantiation ! for, heieby is the human 
ſoul ſuppoſed to be the tubje& of a power or poverty—infinit-ly more no- 
ble than herſelf! God is ſuppoſed to have created another, yea mytiads ' 
of independest beings; or in other words, myriads of Gods, in the moſt 
proper lenſe of the werd! In fine, the human ſoul is no more a creature, 
but a Gd! | Py 


* Romans,5 16,—2 t. 


, | But 


mme infinite reach of his power to effect, 


| ( 15 ) 
But all her glory is not told. Ste is capable of dig- 
nity, ineffably—inconceivzbly more elevated. In the 
day, the memorable day of Emmanuel's victorious. grace, 
ſhe becomes willingne//es / 4+ All conſent to the ad- 
vantageous treaty of divine eſpouſals. O] to what an 
aſtoniſhing eminency of grandure is ſhe now advanced 
by this relation! Made free by the omnipotent allurements 


of the SON, fhe is free indeed! Now the boundaries 


of her empire are infinitely enlarged ; all that lies with- 
in the ample circle of the will, of her independant 
Sovereign the Lord JEesvs to appoint, within 
may juſt- 
ly be reckoned within the confines of her extenſive 
empire! 


CALL to remembrance the memory. What a ca- 
pacious ſtore-houſe is it! What a huge ſtock of ideas, 
is it the repoſitory of ! Viſit its different departments, 
with their different furniture, Here libraries are ran- 


| ged ;—the ſciences, with their innumerable ſubdivi- 


ed branches, are ſecreted ; and a copy of every in- 


genius invention repoſited. It is a map of univerſal 


nature; the annaliſt of ages; — and the day-book of 
the man's particular, and moſt minute actions. 


PERMIT me to lead you a few ſteps farther into 
this ſacred repoſitory. Behold, here are the engravings 
of the oracles of the living Gop-! Methinks I fee ſome 
parts only rudely ſketched, while others ſeem to have 
been engraved with an iron pen, or the paint of a diamond. 
There, accurately wrote out in fair and indelible 
characters, I ſee authenticated copies of all the Hea- 
venly meſſages of peace,-—fent by a gracious Gon, 
———unto the ſoul in the day of her merciful viſita- 


+ Pſalms, 110. 3. | 


61699 
tion; — copies produceable in the ſolemn day of uni- 
verſal reckoning: and in yonder ſecret cabinet, 
are inviolably preſerved, the awful, or chearin 
records of the ſacred tribunal of conſcience,—again 
that folemn day, | 


O The inconceivable worth of one foul! How 
excellent a creature is ſhe,—eyen when ſtripped of 
every thing, but being! how' tranſcendantly more ſo 
when decked, by the liberality of the Divine hand, 
with all the ornaments of grace and glory! 


SURVEY the gracious ſoul  Methinks my heart is 
cheared with the expreſſion, The gracious ſoul 
is framed, ——immenſe honour ! framed for an habita- 
tien of GOD through the ſpirit.“ She is an habitation, — 
. a temple dedicated unto Gop, in which he voucſafes 
to dwell, to walk / + A temple,—overlaid with- 
out, with the pure beaten gold of the Mediator's 
'righteouſneſs ; within, with the golden graces of the 
ſpirit; and every utenſil therein is inſcribed, HOLINESS 
TO THE LORD. ft 

* 


Cox rrMTrArTrE her in the ornaments of grace. 
4 ſhew her to be of royal birth—the daughter of 
the King ;—ſhew her to be the bride, the Lamb's wife / 
O! ye-angels that excel in ſtrength, ye ſwifteſt 
Cherubim and burning Seraphim, who hourly encir- 
cle the celeſtial throne | ye were never deſigned for, 
——never capable of ſuch a near alliance unto the 


King of glory ! Eſpouſal with the Lamb are only re- 


* Eph. ii. 22, 
+ 2 Cor. vi. 16, 
1 Zech. x. v. 20. 


ſerved 


worth of your own ſouls, and their true inte 


pair to the croſs of CHRIST ;———there learn the worth 


blood—and death of the Son of Gop ! 


| | ( wr ) | | 
ſerved' for the believer, as the badges, if not of 
ſuperior worth, yet of infinitely greater indul- 
gence | 


Ir her glory is ſo aſtoniſhing, when ſhe is viewed 
in the decorations of imperfe& grace ; how overwhel- 
ming will her glory be, when the enters the King's: 

laces, will all the bright ornaments of eternal glory? 
The creative powers of imagination here, can never 
fully delineate the glory that is in reſerve for the 
gracious ſoul ! But till ſhe be called up thither, let 
her indulge the firmeſt aſſurance, that ſhe ſhall 
ſhortly join, and be like thoſe u came out of great tri- 
bulaticn ; have waſbed their robes; made them white, 
in the blood of the Lamb :——are before the throne of 
GOD';——and ſerve him day aud nigbt, in his tem 
"3 


How willingly, my dear brethren, would 1 flatter: 
myſelf, that, at laſt, by. what I have wrote, you- 
would be perſuaded to open your eyes, unto the 


% . 
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reſts, 


But if all that has hitherto been wrote, be to no» 
purpoſe, for begetting attention unto. the great con- 
cern! What ſhall I ſay more? Can I do aught,, _ 
but weep in fecret for your inconſideration ; and vent 
my ſorrow, in t-ars, for your pride? Yes, Let me 
adjure you, in the name of the living Gor re- 


of. the ſoul ! there learn it in the groans,—agonies, 


INconSIDERATE man!] thy ſoul, thy precious ſoul, 
—plunged in guilt and depravity, — could 
not be redeemed from the jaws of eternal death, 


1 e | 2 
but by the invaluable price of the Redeemetr's blood, 
 —the blood of Gon! Let me appeal to thy reaſon; 
or, haſt thou as much ſagacity left, as enables thee to 

judge and act in the common affairs of life? Would. 

e ſt thou lay down thy life for the purchaſer of a 
bubble; then think O man | think, would Gop, 
—Wwhoſe wiſdom as far tranſcends the wiſdom of the 
moſt ſage creature, as the liquid maſs in the ocean, 
exceeds the drop of a bucket ;—would He have ſent 
the Son cf his boſom—very Gop, to offer up him- 
ſelf a victim unto juſtice, and a price for the re- 
demption of thy ſoul,—if ſhe was not more precious 
than ten thouſand worlds? If ereated victims, from 
-myriads of worlds, which at the divine nod, would 
have leaped into exiſtence to miniſter the means of 
their Creator's glory, could have expiated guilt, and 
redeemed the ſoul ; would it have been congruous to 
the divine wiſdom, or goodneſs, to have weunded his 
own divine Son, pat him ta grief, - and made his foul an 


offering for fin? * 


$i A $;'- 4 ; . 
Bor, bchold the bleſſed JESUS taking our nature 
upon him, and ſtanding in our ſtead ! See him ap- 
ptehended as a thief, ignominiouſly bound and mangled, 
| with the Jaſhes of the ſcourge ! See him crowned with 
= thoms;—— his hair clotted, —his face diſcoloured, — 
= his, breaſt and ſhoulders, all bedewed with his own 
mioſt innocent blood! Behold him nailed to the croſs, 
-—hanging in the moſt racking poſture, till all his 
bones are. out of joint; hanging | amidſt. malefactors, 
— ſorſaken of Gob, of angels, and men! Behold 
him bowing the head in death, and ſtabbing to the 
heart with the executioner's ſpear! Thus behold. him; 
* Tf here, and in what follows, I have frequent recourſe unto the 
eroſs of Chriſt, It is, to uſe the words of that wonder of the age 
{4 Mr, - Hervey; * becabſe there is no topic, within the compaſs of oratory ; 


„ no argument, amidſt all the ſtores of reaſon ; ſo admirably calculated 
to touch the fineſt movements of the foul,” 
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0194) 
T ſay, and. conſider that He that ſuffered all this, js 
GOD ! And conſider, that the aſtoniſhing reaſon why 
He ſuffered all this, was, oor thy redemption ;.' and to- 
teach thee the worth of thy foul 


O wrETCH, abandoned to inconſideration! canſt 
thou not read the unſpeakable. value of thy ſoul, —- 


wrote out in the blood of the Lok p of glory? Doft 
thou not hear it proclaimed in thy deaf ears, by the 
groans,—the cries, the roaring of the dying redeem- 


'er? Roarings, which reached from pole to pole,— 


made univerſal nature to quake to its center, and the 


adamantine bars of the Earth to rend! 


Tnou Sun that once ſtood, — not a ſenſeleſs ſpec- 
tator, but a mournful witneſs, while thy Creator paid 


down the price of human redemption, in his own 


blood ; how wilt thou witneſs in the day of general. 
judgment, againſt the ſinners in Zion, who hath. both 


contemned their own ſouls, and trampled under foot 
the only.—the immenſe price of their redemption ! And 
ye rocks of adamant! that ſoftened into feeling, and 


expreſſed your aſtoniſhment when the true eſtimate of 
the ſoul was taken in the blood, and - proclaimed in 


the laft groan of your dying. Creator; how do ye re- 
- proach the more rocky, —the more inſenſible hearts 


of men; and how will you in the wreck of univer-- 


ſal nature, murmur forth, in hollow groans, your cor 


dial Amen unto their condemnation * 


Axp, is the ſoul of ſuch huge worth ?—has Gop 


wrote gut her value in the blood of his own Son? 
What a reproach. is it upon men, who are at no carte, 
Lat no adequate pains for her happineſs? Has not: 
the filly aſs a greater pretention to reaſon, who will 

fly the ſcourge ; and, when its life is in danger, if 


- poſſible 


| 


1 6 = ) Sk 
2 Jos, will ſave it by flight ;—than thoſe men, who 
ave immortal exiſtences within them,—ſo precious 
khat the infinitely wiſe Gop did not account his Son's 
blood too dear a price for their redemption 3—— yet 
after all, will not, ——ſtupidly. will not be at any ſo- 
litious care, how theſe ſouls may be poſſeſſed. of al. 
T6 precious- fruit. of that more precious. 


QA Q. © _ 3 ad 


Bur why do we inſiſt upon generals? will not men. 50 
evade ſuch remonſtrances ? Yes verily, the moſt pathe- 
tie and particular are but as wooden ſwords, except. 
thou, O Gop! make them, as whetted arrows, to (| 4 
ierce. the obdurate hearts of ſenſeleſs men !. Permit 7 
Ke then, to addrefs myſelf to ſeveral claſſes of my 


fellow-creatures, who ſeem to be in a moſt hopeleſs. it 
Way, through a fatal miſpriſen of their ſouls. 3 


AND, does not the inconſiderate and careleſs ſinner 7 
dall for pity ?: He is not openly vicious, nor groſly | 
profane. He is, perhaps, ſuſkiciently piqued in ſome 
Mmaginary eminence, and he looks down, with haughty f 


Sbntempt, upon his fellow creatures (who are eflen- A 
tial upon the level with himſelf) becauſe ſtripped of fc 
ape phantaſtic trappings. But alas I he is inſenſible 7 
of his true worth, —the worth of his foul. He does b 
not deeply. conſider, that he is poſſeſſed of a SELF, v 
that was once th&# neareſt likeneſs. unto the Diety z * 
now, —a vile abject.flave to ſin; and, of*all creatures, hi 
bears the nigheſt reſemblance unto'the Devil, A ge- by 
nerous paſſion for the moſt valuable ſpecies of liberty, it 
and a truely noble difdain of the worſt killa of fer- e 
vitude, do not put him upon laudable endeavours to pe 


be poſſeſſed of the firſt, and to burſt the chains of the 
laſt. All his concern is ultimately ſwallowed up in 
theſe ſilly enquiries, What half 1 eat and _ ol 
be a: | drink? 


( ar ) =, 
I drink ? and, wherewithal ſhall I be cloathe@? 
Theſe enquiries, —— theſe however ſeemingly 
, trifling, are the hungry vortices, which devour all the 
huge cares, which men of this character are capable 
of, from the auguſt perſonage who fills the throne, to the 
. deſpiſed beggar on the dunghill. | 2 
Ir histrifling mundane enterpriſes ſucceed, accordi 
to his wiſh, his mind enjoys, alma perſect repoſe,” a 
all the pleaſures that his groſs ſoul is capable of. And, 


if he is dragged by the force of cuſtom to the houſe of 
0 »Gop, can you obſerve him mor= concerned about his 


1M ſoul, than when employed about the moſt common affairs 
12 of life? Does ever his inſenſible heart burſt out into that 
tO ferious exclamation, what ſhall I do to be ſaved my ! 

ly 


5. 5 His body has only changed its place. His ſoul is igno 
el employed, either in — the main, tormenting 
itſelf with chilling ſears about ſome rich cargo he has 
committed to the wave; or in making an ideal map cf 
his eſtate, and computing the number uf his acres ; or in 

-+ a napping away the long—long hour of public worſhip. 


ſly 

* Do you ever find him upon his knees, either in his 
ty family, or in his cloſet ? Alas, how ſeldom, if at all! 
x And, when engaged in any of theſe exerciſes, — how 
of formal, how unſpirited are his devotions. Does he not 
dle riſe up from his knees with the greateſt indifference, and 
4 by his appearance make it evident, that all was a mock 
F, upon the eternal Gop ? Does the value he has for his own 
Y toul appear in ſedulous endeavours after the ſalvation of 
es, his dear children, and domeſtics ? Rather does he not, 
e by his example, tempt them in the ſtrongeſt way, to call 
vo it into queſtion, whether they are poſſeſſed of immortal 
[= ſouls ?—tempt them to account all ſerious religion im- 
15 poſture and enthuſiaſm? ?; | 
5 Tus character juſt now drawn, is what, J am afraid, 
37 will ſuit too many moſt exactly. O ſinner ! art thou in 
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appeal to thy reaſon, 
inconſiderate man ! for thee to trifle, when thy ſoul, 
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thy ſenſes thus to neglect thyſelf—thy ſoul ? Suffer me t 


thy conſcience. Is it time, 


thy ALL is in danger] Yes | thou art in danger, for it 
is decreed in Heaven, and publiſhed upon Earth, that 


he that believeth not is condemned already; and the wrath of 


GOD. abideth on bim; and does not hy gery character 
point thee out to be the very man? Lo-! Hence is paſt, 
and is it time for thee to trifle, when thou ha but a few 


moments to ſue for the life of thy ſoul ? A few aments, 
did I fay ? Nay, but one moment, — th preſent · 


— paſſing moment! 


Wer will it advantage thee in the hour of death, to 
reflect upon thy induſtry, and thy wealth; when thou 
art conſcious that induſtry, -induſtry fatally miſ- 
placed; has ruined thy ſoul ? Say not, F hope Gop 
„will be merciful, I am no adulterer, no ſwearer, no 
* drunkard, no injurious perſon: and, though 
1 do not take the concerns of my foul ſo much to con- 
<« fideration as ſome others, that is but a ſlight offence.” 
O! preſume not to call it ſoz tho? that crime appears 


little in thy eye, —tho? it fits eaſy for a time upon thy 
_ "conſcience, yet it is enough, even if thou couldeſt write 
ay _ innocent and guiltnefs in alFother things. 
more than enough to ruin ten thouſand worlds. Attend 


the ſolemn proteſtation of Heaven concerning it; hark 
He aecoſts the Heaven and the Earth, as more ſuſceptible 
of feeling. than the croſs hearts of careleſs men. Hear 0 
Heavens / give ear O Earth ! I have nouriſhed and brought 


| up children, and they have rebelled againſi me. The-ox know- 


eth his otuner, and the aſs his maſier's crib ; but Iſrael doth nit 


| know; my people DO NOT CONSIDER. + . 


Man | howcanſt thou allow thyſelf. to be ſo thought- 
Jeſs about thy precious immortal ſoul, after the care 


* John iii, 18, 36. 
+4 Iſaian i. 2, 3. 
tha 
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the coſt which the great Gop our Saviour has been at to 
purchafe redemption for thee ? Did He bleed. did 
He die to ſave his own foul ? Rather, was it not, that, 

his ſtripes and ignominious croſs, thou mighteſt be 
healed and faved ? Is it not then an indelible ſhame upon 
thee, to be ſo amazingly indifferent about an intereſt in 
his atonement? An indelible ſhame, I. ſay, eſpecially 
when, not che Earth, but Hell is yawning to receive 
thee ; and the lowring cloud of vindictive anger, ten- 
fold dreadful by the contempt thou has ſhewed unto 
the ive price of redemption, is ready to burſt upon thy 
guilty indolent head! 


Hap the bleſſed Jesvs been as averſe to make atone- 
ment by his blood, as thou art, by faith, to ſue for an 
intereft therein, where had been the foundation of the 
hopes of men to-day ? Yet if the atonement is made. 
made by the groans, ——the blood, the death of the 
Son of God ; and- thou, by ſupine negligence, 
preferring the phantaſtic honours, the hungry profits, or 
enervating pleaſures of the world to thy ſoul, —=—ſell thy 
part therein; muſt not wrath come upon thee to the 
outermoſt? If thou, then haſt any thought left. 
if thou art capable of any conſideration, for the Logy's 


- ſake, ſpend the reſidue of your time.———employ the 


chief of your future concern about thy periſhing ſoul ! 


THERE is another character, which, I am afraid fits - 


too many, and calls for our attention; theſe are ſuch who, 
having a form of godhneſs, yet denying the power there- 
of, do confidently truſt their all unto their j<june-formy 
and empty pretenſions to religion. . 


Trey have, by education, and other happy circum- ' 
ſtances attending them in youth, acquired a very conſide- 
rable fundof use knowledge in the principles of religion; 
are capable of difcourſing, yea diſputing upon almoſt 
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every reli ious topic; they attend upon the preaching of *I* 


the goſpel, and other religious exerciſes in public; and 
ate regular in the performance of family and cloſet 


prayer. But all is form. The form of godlineſs is an 
bonour, but the power of it is an uneaſy, 


I had 
glmoſt ſaid, an intolerable, and untried yoke, upon them. 


The truths they know, do not captivate their affeRions ; 


but are incarcerated, as ſo many dry mathematical 
© theorems, in their underſtandings. They reject a great 
number of de&rinal errors, with laudable Hrs, 5 but this 
commendable part of their character is fatally contraſted 
with tamely receiving a great number of practical miſ- 
takes. equally, if not more pernicious. They deem 
their orthodoxy to be their ſaviour. It is upon this they 
ſtand with ws 6rvkes confidence, and look down with 
ſupercilious diſregard upon all leſs intelligent than them- 
ſelves, as if leſs entitled to the character of candidates for 


Heaven. 


4 Bur ſuffer me, my brethren, to remonſt rate againſt 


your miſtake, and expreſs my too well grounded aſſurance, 


Eat your condition is moſt hopeleſs. Can there be a 


+» Rate more direful than yours ?: Does not your trifling zeal 
for the principles, of religion huſh your fears of damnationz 
| while your hyprocriſy is plunging you deeper in guilt, 


and ruin? Are you not, while ſtupidly truſting to your 
florid proſeJion, building upon a ſoundation of ſand, and 
ſupporting yourſelf with a broken -reed, ——a broken 


ſpear, which will deceive you, and ſinking at once under 
pour weight, will pierce you through wich many ſor- 


: 


rows ? 


Say, is an empty proſeſſion, Chu sT ?. Are ſound 
principles concerning the Mediator's atonement, to be 
ſurrogated in the room of that atunement f is an ortho- 
dox head, and a ſound heart one and the ſame thing? 


Tf not ; what Bedlamites muſt ye be, who, ay" 
* a wit 
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8 
with the ſovereign powers and ſaving effects of religion 
upon the heart, are ſatisfied with its empty form? 
-Would men, appriſed of-the worth of their ſouls, venture 
their ſalvation upon ſuch an infirm bottom? No, ah! no 
wherefore, be wiſe in time; and let the oracle of Heaven 
have due weight with you; Other foundation can 10 
man lay, than that is laid, which is in F ESUS 
CHRIST.*. | 


HRE Iam reminded of a very neceſlary taſk, to cau- 
tion the ſelf-righteous Pharaſee. One would imagine 


that, of all men in the world, he was moſt induſtriouſly 


mindful of the ſoul, and moſt appriſed of her worth. He 
is civil; courteous; humane; ſtrictly juſt in all his 
tranſactions; moſt accurate in the whole of his converſa- 
tion ; and, touching the righteouſneſs which is in the 
by all external appearance, blameleſs: by ex- 
ternal—by ſuperficial appearance, he is indeed blameleſs. 
But alas ! he ventures his ſalvation upon theſe infirm 
grounds | Unappriſed of the heinous nature of his guilt, 
he forgets that the obedience of all-created exiſtences, in 
ſucceeding ages, is inſufficient to atone juſtice for the 
crimes of one moment, that is paſt. TE: | 


I READILY acknowledge, O man ! that thy accom- 
pliſhments are indeed amiable; and without them, it is 
in vain for any to pretend to chriſtianity; but they are 
not chriflianity ! An Evangeliſt tells us of a man of a ſimi- 


lar character, whom, upon that account, Jesus loved, 
who yet went away from that bleſſed perſon, with an 
heart fraught with enmity againſt the plan of chriſti- 
anity, 


* 1 Cor. iii. Its 
+ Mark x, 27, 18. 
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And, 


e 


a *SHALL I be thought harſh and cenſorious, if J ſhall 


"affirm that the profane perſon is not in a mere ' hopeleſs 
- jondition than thou art? Hear the oracle of Heaven con- 
traſting the characters, and affirming the ſame thing. 
i Verily,—T he publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of 
GOD before you.* : | 


SUFFER me to put thee in remembrance of a few ob- 
vious principles, which if duly conſidered, u ill ſhew the 
- abſurdity of venturing thy ſoul upon ſuch a ſlight bottom. 
art thou not a ſinner? Is not Gor, a Goo 
vf juſtice and inflexible equity? Is He not the guardian of 
his own law, the honour aud purity of which thou haſt 
- Lighted, even while thou haſt oſtentatiouſſy pretended, 
and idly flattered thyſelf, to have ſtrictly obſerved it? 
Muſt He not, then, as a Gop of perfect equity, require, 
- and inſiſt upon a ſuitable reparation of the honour of the 
law? And art thou able, by all thy obedient diſobedirnce, 
to make a reparation ! 1 ween not ! Nay; allowing thy 
obedience to be as perfect, as the imagination can ſup- 
ſe; yet, can its perfection exceed the perfection of the 
law? i not, then there can be no redundancy, no 
Jupererogatory remnants, which thou mayeſt join toge- 
ther in a piece of patch-work, for covering old crimes 


with. If fo, how-ſhall the law, bave a reparation ? or, 


| how- muſt the guardian, 


rectoral juſtice be 
- atoned? | 


— 


: Ir is not to the-purpoſe to imagine, that as Gop is 


_ 1, merciful and good, He will pardon offences-without ſa- 


-tisfaction. Biaſphemous! how dareft thou preſume thus, 
to make Gop the patron of fin! the abetter of imper- 


. feftion | and the author of indulgences for thee to ſpit 


in bis face ! Has not the Gop of inflexible veragity faid, 


5 * Mathew xxi, 31. 


that 


| ("#2 3 "7M 
that He will by ho means cl:ar the * guilty ? 4 Has not an 
herald of our Lond aſſured thee, That as many as ere of 


the works of the law, are under the curſe ; for it is written, 
curſed is every one that continueth not in ALL T HINGS wrots 


in the book of the law to do them? }F And, is it poſſible 


that the imaginations of men ſhould make the truth of 
Gon, of none effect? Doeſt thou not, then, expoſe 
thyſelf to certain deſtruction, by truſting to that obedi. 
ence, which even cannot ſtand the preſent teſt of th 
hw, much leſs repair thee paſt breaches made therein? 
However thou mayſt appear in thy own vitiated eye, 
which calls good evil, and evil good, before the a- 


dorable majeſty of the everlaſting God, before the con- 


ſummate perfection of his holy law, thou art leſs, than 
nothing, thou art worſe than nothing. Thou art, indeed 
thou art, deficiency and guilt, i 

Call to mind, infatuated man ! call to mind, for 
what End Gop ſent his Son, —his only begotten Son 
into the world. Was it not, that He might make 
atonement ? Was it not, that, knowing thy inability to 


become a curſe for thy own ſoul, He might be made a 
curſe 5 ſor thee, that thou, forſaking thy own righteoul- 


neſs as a lying refuge, and betaking thyfelf, by faith, to 
his obedience and atonement, might be made the righ- 
teouſneſs of Gop in Him ? . 


* Perbapr, here the ſtartling queſtion may be aſked who then can be favedz ; 


©. for there is none r.ghteous ; no not ae? The plan of redemption is a 
ſolution of the difficulty: and the veracity of God, ia tbe threatning, is 
ſufficiently vindicated thereby. God, by no means, cleared the legally guilty 
Mediator, until He had given complete ſatisfaction, when He had ſubſtituted 
himſelf in the place of the really guilty finner, whom God would pardon, 1 


cannot conceive, (not do I believe any otner can,) —— how the: eternal 


veracity of God can be vindicated upon any hypothelis, but the abe mea» 
tioned ſcheme of the goſpel, falſely called Calvaniſm. | 


+ Exodus xxxiv. 7. 
t Gal iii, 10. 
8 Gal, 1. 13 
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5 ; ( 28 | ) : 
Max |! If the Salvation of thy foul had been poſſible 
by the works of the law, without an atonement ; can 


thy imagination, warm as it is, ſuppoſe, that Gopd 


would have bruiſed his own Son, and put him to grief ? 
Why then, O! why art thou ſo ſottiſhly fond of 
2 own ruin ? Why wilt thou periſh by thy own con- 


Let me then ſolemnly proteſt unto thy conſcience, in 
the name of Gon, that if thou art reſolved, in ſpight of 
all remonſtrances, to go about to eſtabliſn thy own righ- 
teouſneſs, this alt thou have at the LORD's hand, thou 
Halt lie down in ſorroto. . | 


- WHEREFoRE my brethren, I beg that, for your ſoul's 
ſake, you would copy the example, which the greateſt 
of ſaints, and the moſt eminent of the apoſtles has left you, 
who, tho' a proficient in abſtrat morality much 
beyond the meaſure you can, or dare pretend unto, yet 
accounted that, with all other perſonal accompliſhments, 
toſs for the excellency of the knowledge of CHRIST FESUS, 
and dung that He might be foundin him, not having his own 
righteouſneſs, which is of the law, but that which is thuough 
"#he" faith of Chrift————the righteouſneſs which is of GOD 


12 | ; 
Loet me finally addreſs the profane, who, inſtead of - 


giving any due attendance unto the means of ſalvation ; 
| inſtead of exerciſing their minds night and day in 
anxious cares——in fſolhcirous fears leſt they ſhould: 
come ſhort thereof; take the moſt infallible methods to 

. provoke Juſtice to bath its ſword in their blood: who 
ſcem to be no novices, but very conſiderable proficients 
in the language of the inſernal den: and who, to Keep, 
themſelyes in countenance, will bravely outſtrip the deeds 


+ Ifaiah, x; 11. 
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of their father the Devil; will ſtoutly refuſe to tremble 
at the thundering denunciations of eternal wrath ; will 
laugh at Hell; and will ſport themſelves with damna- 
lion. | 


SHALL I not be thought too ſanguine, if I ſhall at- 
tempt to reſcue men of ſuch a hopeleſs complexion, and 
of ſuch deſperate ſpirits, from the jaws of deftruCtion ? 
Yes ! But who knows what execution the moſt ſlender 
ſhaft may do, — ſhot even at a venture from the moſt 
feeble bow; when directed, and urged on by the arm of 
Omnipotence? 2 


Vs wretch ! thou art not in vulnerable! The arrows 
of the Almighty muſt, either in mercy or judgment, 
piercethy heart, though incruſtate with adamant, and 
itſelf harder than a piece of the nether-mill- ſtone. Say! 
Is there not a Gop ? Is there not a. judgment to come t 
Is not the judge, the high and bfiy one that inhabit-th e- 
ternity, whoſe name is HOLY ;* Shall not ſuch a judge 
as this the judge of all the Earth, do right? Fw 
then canſt thon eſcape the damnation of Hell f— Thou, 
who haſt broke all his moſt Juſt commands, ſpit in the 
face of his holineſs, and dared his juſtice, by thy pre- 


. ſumptuous fins ] 


Sax not, Gop'is mereiful. you hope that —- _ 
Ah ! Has He not ſaid, He will by no means clear the 

uilty? He is merciful, 'tis true, to ſuch, who, 
flying down their weapons, fly from the aveng 
ing ſword of juſtice unto mercy unto the 
atoning blood of CHRIST, in which only the guilty 
finner can 'tafte the ſweets of mercy, and be ſhel- 
tered from the tremendous blow of the divine wrath,” 
But you are none of theſe, I fay again, you are none 
theſe ! What then, will you do in the hour. the 
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„ Ifaizh Ivii. 15, 
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not yet! — True. 


4 300 
awful hour of death; —— in the more awful hour of 


judgment, when the Omnipotent Judge lifts up his hand 


zo Hevven and ſwears that He lives for ever. to eter- 
nize your puniſhment ;—when He wets his glittering 
food, and his hand takes hold en judgment to render 
vengence to you his enemies. . "EL Vows 


Bur methinks, I hear ſome daring finner fay 
« Ha! Theſe- are only bugbears to fright filly people 


„ and children! Theſe things have been ſaid ſome 


& thouſand of years, and all things remain as they were. 
60 That day of judgment does not appear nearer 
« than it was, when theſe threats were firſt uſed ;— 
« at leaſt it is not yet, therefore Ah wretch, it is 
But wilt thou dare, for this reaſon, 
to enro] thyſelf among that deteſtable generation, who 
becauſe judgment is not ſpeedily executed, their hearts 
et in them to do evil ? Should not, rather, the goodneſs 


of Gop in deferring thy juſt puniſhment ſo long, 


lead thee to repentance ? Certainly it would, if thou had 
the Venn grain of gratitude, left in thy relentleſs 


certain? Canſt thou not feel fomething within 


thee, ſorboding, (perhaps againſt thy will)——diſmally 
forboding that dreadful hour? Aſk conſcience, ſuffer 
it to. ſpeak; I adjure in the name of the eternal Gop, 
ſuffer it but for one quarter of an hour! Liſten? 
does it not at once teſtify of that day, and proclaim thy 
approaching doom ? 5 


51 : Cansr thou - ſee nothing around thee to evidence 


the certain reproach of that day? Turn thine eye to 


Sodom; vifit theſmoaking cities of the plain. T here, 
thou haſt an emblem—more ! an heavenly document 
of the indubitable approach of that dreadful day! 


ON + Det, xxxii, © 407 
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Bor above all-—go to Calvary! there read in 


the groans, ——the blood, the death of the imma- 
culate Lamb of Gor, the certainty of thy future 
judgment. Behold this ſpotleſs perſon—this perſon 
who is GoD,—who did not—could not do any iniqui- 
ty, nor was guile found in his mouth ;—only guilty 
by a voluntary ſuſception of thy guilt upon himſetf 
in thy ſtead ! Behold the day of judgment lingereth 
not in his caſe. See him arraigned ! Hark! he is 
condemned, —condemned to death, to 4 thouſand 
deaths in one !—to drink completely,—to drink zt 
once, ALL the gall and wormwood of vindictive 
vengeance! Lo. He welters in his own blood 
God's only Son is transfixed with all the envenoned 
ſhafts of inexhorible juſtige ! Oh, wretch ! canſt thou 
ſee the Son of JenHovan judged, and yet imagine 
thou ſhalt never,—may never come into judgment! 
Is it poſſible thou canſt ſee the only begotten of the 
Father condemned, befmeared with his own blood, 
roaring out Eli, Eli, lama ſabachthani, —bowing the 
head in death, giving up the ghoſt! And yet imagine 
thy guilty head may | eſcape the | thunder-boks of 
kindled——flaming indignation ? No, no! Fd it was 
fo in the green-tree, what ſhall it be in the dry f If .juilg- 
ment begin with the immaculate Mediator, wh-re ſhalt 


© thou, a guilty——aa irreclaimable ſinner, appear ? 


WHEREFORE, take pity, O ſinner ! take upon 
thy immortal, thy precious foul ! It is thy — ef 
degrade it not,—debaſe it not by ſin now; — (for 
the Lokp's ſake hearken to admonition,) provoke not a 
juſt Gop to plunge it in myſery eternally, Et 


 MeTmirxs I hear ſome perſon taking the alarm, 
and beginning thus to expoſtulate and bemoan him« 
felf, Alas, my ſoul! thou haſt to this moment, 
de been under the power of ſome infatuation ! Thou 

8 C 4 0 . &«& haſt 
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<« haſt never never till this hour, believed thou waſſ 


« of ſuch value. Has not this facination been the 


« ſpring of all thy horrid contempt of Gop; 


7 


© contempt of his laws; and, (ſhudder at the reflecton !}. 4 
« contempt of the Goſpel of his Son? Hadſt thoube- 


t lieved thyſelf to have been of ſuch an excellent make 
& couldeſt thou have ſuffered thyſelf, ſo willingly, to have 
been a dupe to the Devil, and a drudge to fin ? Hadft 
& thou believed that ſouls were of ſuch eſteem with 
“Gon, that to procure their redemption from the 
« flaming ſword of Juſtice, He—aſtonifhing thought! 
4 — He would point it to the ſinleſs breaſt of his 
* only begotten Son, and plunge it in his heart! 
„ Wouldeſt thou, —couldeſt thou have ever—ſo oft! 
«< pierced that rn perſon afreſh, and put him to open 
„ ſhame ?: No, no! Yet all theſe things are true, and 
* much more. Yes ! they are true, and no dream. Thou 
« dreameſt when thou thoughteſt they were only a 
dream O my foul, awake! What voice is that 1 
& hear? Alarming? is the voice of the Lonx Dp? 
«. The redemption F4 the ſoul is precious, and it ceaſeth for 
«,wer*. Lo! An echo from within, anſwering the 
voice of inſpiration !. It is conſcience it roars 
45 *<* thou art undone ! Guilt, aggravated guilt binds. 
« over unto puniſhment. The Jaw haſt pronoun- 
«© ced thy doom alas | thy eternal doom. —The 
«ſoul that finneth, it ſhall die ! + Yonder black cloud 


1 kanne with fury —impregnated with vengence is 


& burſting, - making haſte to execute the dire ſentence 


& upon thy guilty. head! O my foul, —how: canſt 
« thou eſcape the damnation of Hell? Men |-— 
4 brethren ] while there is life, is there 9 hope? 


% Ye miniſters of the Lox Dp! Ye heralds o peace | 


<« whoſe perſons and. meſſage, I have too often deſpiſed ! 


May I yet hope for any relief? May I yet enter-: 
: ; ; 2. "BY ** } 


o Pſalms xlix. 8. | try . 
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if tain any—the leaſt reviving thought, that Gop 
he * will—ah ! I fear He will not- repent of his moſt 
— Falten ſeverity, and abate the fierceneſs of his indig- 
9 4 4 tion, 

e- - een 

ke Ay art thou, at laſt, alarmed into conſideration ? 
ve Art thou now convinced of the worth of thy immor- 


he though the redemption of thy ſoul is precious, —ſo 
t! precious that myriads of created victims, ſelected from 
lis a thouſand worlds, muſt fall immenſely ſhort of being 
t! an edequate price for thy redemption; yet, Gon has 


. - 


nd hold this Lamb in the midſt of the thront of GOD, 
du as if it had bein flain! + See the rain- bow of cove- 
a nanted mercy, round about the throne ! Bzhold! Gon 
I is in CHRIST reconciled, and reconciling you unto 
T4 himſelf, while lo] He ftretcheth out the omnipotent 
or arm of mercy to embrace thee! Fly then, my dear: 


4 * „ Jobn i. 29. * 
4 — + Rev. v. 6. 
* | 3 a t Ezek, xxxiit, 1% 


A ( 34 ) 
Ax you not ſhut up to take this courſe, or reſolve 


to dwell with everlaſting burnings ? Can you imagine 
that the Jaw—the inflexible ſtandard of conſummate per- 


fection, will bend to your imperfection, or will mitigate 


in the leaſt degree, its rigours? And are you not, with 
the united help of all the creation of God, infinitely 
unable to anſwer its moſt juſt demands; or ſilence. 
its moſt righteous comminations? Dire dilemma |! | 
if you are reſolved to contemn the blood of the Prince 
of Peace, and ſpurn the yearnings of his bowels ! Yet 
happy—O happy ſtrait ! If thus you are ſhut up unto 
the faith,“ and put upon the only—the bleſſed expe- 
dient of betaking yourlelf unto the atonement in the blood 
of the redeemer | a | 


Bor, methinks I hear ſome, both ſenſible of the value 

of their ſouls, and convinced that faith in the Media- 
tor's ſatisfaction, is the only metho1- of eſcaping the 
ayenging wrath of the juſtly incenſed JEHovan ;— 
yet bitterly crying out, My foul—my unſpeakably 

% precious foul is as much degraded by the dominion— 
the tyranny of fin in me, as it is endangered by the 
e guilt of my offences, or even by the curſe of the 
t broken law banging over me; Flying unto the atone- 


„ ment, made by the Loxp our righteouſneſs, I ſhall - 


& affuredly be delivered from the impending indigna- 
& tion; but what is that to me, ſo long as my precious 
«© ſoul is ſtripped of its original amiableneſs, and de- 
5 graded into the moſt baſe ſtate of abject ſlavery to 
wy die worlt of tyrants, —ſfin! _ | 
_ * Way, O ſinner ! why ſhould thy flight be retarded 
one. moment, becauſe of ' this objeclion ? Rather, let 
the quick ſenſe thou haſt of thy intolerable flavery 
accelerated thy motion to the atonement, and to the 
glorious Author thereof ! He has anſwered thy objec- 
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tion before it was made, Hear! He fpeaks full to 
thy complaint ; ** Tho? ye have lien among the pots, 


« yet ſhall ye be as the wings of a Dove covered 
« with ſilver and her feathers with yellow gold,” That 
glorious perſon who is the Author of reconciliation, 
and whoſe blood expunges thy guilt, is alſo mad: of 
GOD, unto thee, ſandtification and redemption x. May 
you not truſt Him, when, in the moſt poſitive language 
imaginable, He has aſſured you, that, flying unto him 
as the LORD our righteouſneſs, in ſhall not have do- 


minion over you ; becauſe you are not under the condemning 


power of the law, but under the ſanctifying power of 
Sovereign grace? 1 Yes verily | you may,—and adop- 
ting the genuine language of faith, ſay; He will ſub- 
due our iniquity, and cat of all our fins into the deeps of 
the ſea f. | | : 


DELAY not an hour ; — every moment's delay 
augments your guilt, plunges you deeper in the mire 
pit of ſpiritual pollution. — and locks the yoke of 
fin faſter upon your necks. Say then, O ſinner ! Say 
for thyſelf, ** My precious ſoul is ſwallowed up in 
« guilt, —guilt that cannot be expiated by ſeas of blood 
extracted from created victims! But, behold ! 
% an expiation in the blood of FEHOVAH ZID- 
« KENU,——and in him have I righteouſneſs; in 
„Him fhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, and 
« ſhall glory! My foul is indeed 1 under the 
bonds of fin, and in the fetters of iniquity ; the is 
dead in treſpaſſes and fin! But JesUs, whom Hea- 
ven and Earth adore! Jesus, who burſt open the grave, 
«© and broke the adamantine chain of death, hath faid ; 
*. thydeod men ſhall live, together with my dead body ſpall they 


e ariſe. And again, Behcld, O my people ! I will open 


& your graves and,, will cauſe you to come up out of 


your graves 5——and fhall put my Spirit into you, and 


« you. ſhall live |. Row may I then glory in the Gon 


* x Cor, i. 30. t Micah, vii, 1 


$ iſaiah XXvi. 19. 


+ Romans vi. 14. 


Ezek, xxxvii. 12, 14; | 
U 14. « of 
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of my falyztion! How can I come into condemnation, 
% who have the blood. not of ten thouſand ſacri- 
« fices; the merit, not of ten thouſand angels, 
«but the blood of JEHOVARH himſelf, for my pro- 
**. pitiation ? How can I remain under the intolerable 
„ flavery of fin, when I have a pledge in my poſſeſſion, 
a pledge infinitely more precious than all created 
< exiſtences, even the glory of inflexible Veracity, 


3 —that fin ſhall nat have dominion over me f” 


* 


Pg 


Tnar the hints, ſuggeſted above, may be of due 

weight with every reader, and may be uſeful], through 
. - the ſovereign blefling of the Father of ſpirits, for bring- 
ing them into the laſt mentioned ſtate and exerciſe, 
mall be the unwearied prayer o, | 


| (our devoted ſervant, in the 
. | 4 work of the Goſpel 
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